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International application No. 
PCT/GB 01/ 03473 



International filing date (daylmonthjyear) 
02/08/2001 



Priority date (dayjmonthjyear) 
14/08/2000 



Applicant 

STAT0IL ASA et al. 



1. The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the international 
preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 



A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication to all the 
elected Offices. 



Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the report (but 
not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing translations and 
paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices)(Arlicle 39(l))(see also the reminder 
sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 



Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a 
translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare 
and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the PCT Applicant'' 
Guide. 
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Priority date (day /monthly ear) 


PCT/GB 01/ 03473 
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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 2 

[2 This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consists of a total of 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
I [X] Basis of the report 
II Priority 

III Q Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

IV Q Lack of unity of invention 

V \X\ Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI Q Certain documents cited 

VII Certain defects in the international application 
VIII Q Certain observations on the international application 
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Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 19981 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application NoPCT/ GB 01/ 03473 



I. Basis of the report 



The basis of this international preliminary examination is the application as originally filed. 



V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability 



In light of the documents cited in the international search report, it is considered 
that the invention as defined in the claims meets the criteria mentioned in Article 
33 (1) PCT, i.e. it appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step and to be 
industrially applicable. 



Form PCT/409PE1 (EPO-03-2002) P20755 




% Office | 




Application No: 
Claims searched: 



GB 0023921.0 
All 



INVESTOR LN PEOPLE 



Examiner: 
Date of search: 



Simon Colcombe 
3 January 2001 



Patents Act 1977 

Search Report under Section 17 

Databases searched: 

UK Patent Office collections, including GB, EP, WO & US patent specifications, i 
UK CI (Ed.S): GIN (NCSA, NCSC, NCSE) : H4D (DRPW) 
Int CI (Ed.7): G01V 
Other: Online; WPI, EPODOC, JAPIO 



Documents considered to be relevant: 



Category 


Identity of document and relevant passage 


Relevant 
to claims 




NONE 





X 
Y 



Document indicating lack of novelty or inventive step A 
Document indicating lack of inventive step if combined P 
with one or more other documents of same category. 



& Member of the same patent family 



Document indicating technological background and/or state of the art. 
Document published on or after the declared priority date but before the 
filing date of this invention. 

Patent document published on or alter, but with priority date earlier 
than, the filing date of this application. 



